
Healthy Soil Adds Value  
to Your Property

It’s no secret that your land is one of your greatest assets, and the quality of your 
soil can have an instrumental impact on the value of your property. Land value is 
largely determined by its productivity, therefore implementing a soil management 
program and investing in strategies that address the underlying nutritional, 
biological and structural aspects of your soil should be a primary focus. 
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We are here to make sure that 
our customers have the nutritional 
information and support they need, along 
with the best options available that will 
help them best achieve optimum results 
for their operation.

For more information contact our team.

Soil Testing and Pasture 
Management Programs

Our team can review your soil test at no 
cost or can arrange a full soil and pH test 
to determine underlying issues impacting 
soil and/or pasture quality to develop a 
management program to help improve 
nutritional balance, assist soil structure, 
and enhance biological activity. 

Continued over page

1800 81 57 57
info@agsolutions.com.au

Let’s start with soil 
nutrition. After decades 
of farming, vital 
minerals and humus 
levels have become 
depleted from the soil, 
resulting in an ever-
increasing dependence 
on fertiliser applications 
and other inputs. In a 
bid to resolve these 
concerns, we often 
see farmers splashing 
out $$ on unnecessary 
applications of lime, 
gypsum and NPK 
fertilisers, causing 
higher inputs of 
particular minerals 
that can negatively 
affect soil microbes 
and cause other minerals to become 
‘locked’ or ‘tied up’. Undertaking a soil 
test helps to identify nutrient shortfalls 
and establish a tailored management 
program for remineralising deficient soil. 
NatraMin is a safe choice for assisting 
mineral balance and restoration of 
nutrients in soil. 

Now let’s talk biological activity. An 
amazingly diversified array of soil 
organisms such as worms, arthropods, 
beetles, insects, and microbes work 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year for you for FREE... if your soil is 
healthy that is. Biological activity in the 
soil is essential for soil and crop health. 
Soil microbes and worm activity help 
to convert minerals into plant available 
form, restore soil pH balance, convert 
organic matter into humus, provide 
a storehouse for moisture and crop 
nutrients, and much, much more!

The better you feed your 
soil, the better you feed 
your workers.

Finally, let’s gain a 
better understanding of 
how poor soil structure 
has become one of the 
main issues affecting 
production. Soil structure 
problems can not only 
limit seed germination, 
plant establishment 
and growth, root 
development, and 
water infiltration, but 
has a direct influence 
on soil biology, nutrient 
availability, and the 
ability for nitrogen to be 
accessed by the plant. 

Many strategies can help to improve 
soil structure and can be implemented 
today, including:

• Compaction control or prevention 
(including mechanical aeration)

• Avoid heavy grazing or ‘over-grazing’ 
by livestock

• Incorporate legumes and various 
species with varying root depths where 
possible to maintain sufficient cover in 
summer and/or dry periods and help 
break through compaction/tillage pans

• Avoid tilling and planting when wet

• Incorporate a broad-spectrum mineral 
fertiliser to assist in rectifying mineral 
imbalances/deficiencies and boost 
biology.

While soil nutrition, biological activity, 
and soil structure are all crucial to 
producing high-yielding crops and

Figure 1. Good soil structure has 
adequate space (pores) between 
aggregates to alleviate compaction 
so that air, water and nutrients can 
reach plant roots.
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healthy livestock, it is water that most 
contributes to soil and plant health. Water 
is a precious commodity and making sure 
your soil and crops are 
getting the most out of it is 
crucial.

In scientific trials conducted 
at the University of QLD, 
NatraMin Cal-S was found 
to increase waterholding 
capacity by 7% and 
increase Plant Available 
Water Capacity (the water 
the root system can access 
from the soil) by 13%. It is 
a substantial benefit in dry 
or drought conditions, or when irrigation 
water availability is uncertain.

In the same trials, NatraMin Cal-S 
significantly increased yield response by 
26.26% (Figure 2) when compared with 
the control group.  Even more pronounced 

was the difference under 
the soil surface where dry 
root biomass increased 
by more than 39% in 
NatraMin Cal-S treated 
soil over the control. 

Increased root growth 
has many significant 
benefits not only for the 
current plant, but also 
for ongoing soil health.  
Soil respiration data 

captured throughout the trial indicated 
using NatraMin provides additional 

environmental benefits, such as stabilising 
soil organic carbon and decreasing CO2 
release.

Retired Lucerne Grower, Chris Harvey, 
transformed his previous property and 
doubled his yield by using NatraMin to 
improve structure and balance nutrients 
within the soil.  “When it came time to 
put the place on the market,” Chris said, 
“it was the soil and productivity that had 
the greatest impact”. On first inspection 
the buyer commented, “This is the most 
sustainable operation with the best quality 
lucerne and yield data we’ve ever seen!”

In addition to increasing productivity of 
farming and grazing land, improving soil 
health can assist the appearance of land 
with less weed infestations, and greener 
healthier looking crops and pastures.

Lex Webb runs a mixed cattle and 
cropping operation in the Baralaba region 
of Central Queensland. 

Lex takes a holistic approach to 
regenerative farming, and for the second 
year in a row has incorporated NatraMin 
Cal-S into his soil management program 
with significant results in improved soil 
fertility and soil structure. 

With only one application of 300kg/ha 
NatraMin Cal-S post-planting, the recently 
harvested crop managed to yield an 
impressive 4t/ha of wheat in comparison 
to other irrigators in the district who 
struggled to achieve the same result.

“The paddock where I applied the first 
application of Cal-S is typically a tough 
sodic soil, and the wheat didn’t have the 
best start with 12mm of heavy rain falling 
just after planting. That rain sealed the top 

of the seed trench and as a result, only 
half the seed managed to get through.

Considering the little rain we had, and the 
fact that prior to planting we had sowed a 
lab lab cover crop (which is known to use 
a lot of moisture), the soil still managed to 
hold a significant level of moisture.

The wheat went through despite the early 
setbacks with nice wide leaf, colour and 
grain size. The heads were very healthy, 
and the crop was very even”.

Improving soil structure is a key focus of 
the Webb’s pasture management plan, 
and Lex actively works toward restoring 
his soil and improving its structure to 
ensure maximum productivity from his 
crops.

Using legumes as a cover crop in his 
cereal crop rotation has helped Lex 

to reduce the occurrence of diseases, 
inhibited weed growth, and reduced soil 
erosion due to heavy rains events while 
most importantly rebalancing soil nitrogen 
levels in the soil. 

Legumes are a good option for farmers 
who are constantly seeking to reduce 
costs and improve crop quality. Legumes 
are often included in crop rotations to 
keep usable nitrogen in the soil and reduce 
the need for nitrogen-rich fertilisers. In 
addition, legumes also have deep root 
systems that can assist in breaking 
through compaction and tillage pans, 
helping to aerate soil and allow water to 
penetrate deeper into the soil profile. 

Lex has now applied NatraMin Cal-S to 
more farming country where he hopes to 
see the benefits of improving soil moisture 
and water infiltration.

Healthy Soil = Healthy Crop

Fast Facts
Farmer

Industry

Region

Product

Results

Lex Webb

Wheat

Baralaba, QLD

NatraMin Cal-S

Improved soil structure

Good seed strike despite 
tough conditions

Increased plant available 
water capacity

Increased crop yield

Healthy Soil Adds Value to Your Property continued...
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Figure 2. Dry Shoot Biomass

26.36%
Increase



Most Australian soils are derived from parent 
material which is low in phosphorus.  When 
soils are naturally deficient in phosphorus, 
the pastures growing on them are therefore 
similarly deficient.

If an animal is not receiving adequate levels 
of phosphorus, it will utilise phosphorus 
from its bones which become frail, porous, 
and brittle.  When bone reserves are 
exhausted, bodily functions that are reliant 
on phosphorus including reproduction, 
growth, and lactation tend to fail.

MLA trials showed that adequate 
phosphorus levels resulted in steers gaining 
125kg more than steers with a phosphorus 
deficient diet. This gain of 125kg occurred 
over a 5 month period. In today’s market*, 
that’s an increase of around $625 per head.

Cattle in this trial had unlimited access to 
feed with increasing levels of phosphorus 
being the only variation. Cattle with deficient 
phosphorus supplementation consumed 
less feed and hence did not gain their 
potential growth rates.

Did you know?

Phosphorus is one of the most important 
minerals in animal nutrition and is essential 
for energy metabolism, appetite, efficiency 

of feed utilisation, bone growth, and fertility.

The ideal time to supplement with 
phosphorus is during times when 

pasture quality and quantity is high as 
livestock respond best to phosphorus 

supplementation when their energy and 
protein requirements are being met. 

Check out our Sulphur 
supplement range

Help improve your

production    profitabilityproduction    profitability
this season with Phosphorus, Calcium 

and Broad Spectrum Minerals

*Based on $5.00/kg in September 2021
Source: MLA funded University of Queensland Trial 2012

Update of Phosphorus project NBP537; pen study conducted by D. Poppi & S. Quigley, 13 March 2012, University of Qld

Cattle ticks and buffalo fly thrive in hot, 
humid environments and as the weather 
warms up and the rainy season starts, 
much of Australia’s cattle population 
are driven crazy by these annoying and 
sometimes dangerous pests that can 
greatly impact your livestock’s health and 
welfare, productivity and profitability.

Large infestations will provoke severe 
irritation causing a reduction in appetite, 
weight loss, poor fertility, milk production, 
and nutrition deficiencies making them 
more susceptible to other diseases. 

Prevention strategies should be put in place 
to help control and minimise the effect of 
fly and ticks, these include efficient waste 

management or consider pasture harrows 
to help spread manure, cell or rotational 
grazing and ensuring livestock are receiving 
adequate levels of essential minerals.

Sulphur is considered to help reduce 
internal and external parasites. Research 
trials from South America (Villar, 2006) 
found a substantial increase in the natural 
resistance to ticks for cattle fed additional 
sulphur. 

This is also the time of year that some 
producers are preparing their livestock to 
graze forage sorghum crops. However, to 
achieve a profitable outcome, best practice 
forage agronomy and grazing management 
must be applied. Here’s why...

Sorghum varieties contain a toxic substance 
called prussic acid. These toxic compounds 
are found in the outer tissue of the plant, 
and the enzymes that enable prussic acid 
production are located in the leaf tissue. 
When forage sorghum is being digested in 
the rumen, the plant cells rupture allowing 
the compound and enzyme to combine 
forming prussic acid or hydrogen cyanide. 
This can be fatal, however, more commonly 
it may be sub-clinically present at low levels 
that can greatly limit fodder intake and 
reduce weight gains. 

Sulphur helps detoxify prussic acid and 
reduces the risk of cyanide poisoning, 
and is essential for rumen health and the 
formation of amino acids – the building 
blocks of protein.

* These figures are hypothetical estimates of potential gains that may be possible but are not guaranteed - individual results may vary.  
@ $5.00/kg live weight price - 60 days grazing
∆ Based on landed RRP of $1200 inc GST per tonne of supplement.

Extra Weight   
Gain per Head

Extra kg 
Produced

Daily Supplement 
Intake

Supplement  
Cost per Day∆

Total 
Investment

Net Return 
per Head

200 g/hd 12 kg 100 g/day 12 cents $7.20 $52.80/hd

MegaMin USDA/NOP Extra 
Sulphur Range is compliant 
with the USDA National 
Organic Program (NOP)Dry Feed BlockExtra Sulphur BlockDry Feed BlockExtra Sulphur Dry Feed BlockSulPhos Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Sulphur Range

Benefits of Sulphur for Parasite Control & Forage Sorghum

Potential benefits of sulphur supplementation for cattle grazing forage sorghum

Effect of P on Live-weight

Dry Feed BlockExtra Phosphorus Dry Feed BlockExtra Phos 8 Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Phosphorus Range

Compliant with USDA National 
Organic Program (NOP)

Trials with sulphur supplementation on forage sorghum have resulted in up to 200g/hd/day 
increased weight gains. Based on those results, for an investment of as little as 12c/hd/day 
you could get a return of up to $1.00 in increased daily gains.
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Importance of 

Supplementary Sulphur

Sulphur is essential for rumen health 
and the formation of amino acids. It is a 
key mineral for wool growth and assists 
in parasite control. Sulphur also helps 

to detoxify prussic acid to enhance 
production from sorghum crops. 

With adequate sulphur intake, stock 
are able to graze more stalk and stem 

resulting in better utilisation of the plant 
and subsequent growth.

agsolutions.com.au  |  1800 81 57 57

Developing the Genetic 
Potential of Merino Weaners

Fast Facts

Farmer

Industry

Region

Product

Results

Kim Barnet
Miramoona Merinos

Merino Sheep

Walcha, NSW

MegaMin SulPhos

Improved wool growth 
and quality

Increased weight gains

Ability to withstand 
drought conditions

Merino Weaners Average Daily 
Weight Gain Over 2 Month 

Trial Period
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AgSolutions sponsors several riders 
that exhibit outstanding horsemanship 
at the highest level, including David 
Finch and Brett Cantle who are both 
renowned for their sporstmanship and 
mutual commitment to coaching the next 
generation of exceptional achievers in their 
respective sports.

Working collaboratively, David Finch and 
Brett Cantle often deliver clinics and 
coaching services in various locations 
throughout Queensland and Australia. You 
can find out more about Finch Farm and 
upcoming clinics by visiting  
finchfarm.com.au or following:

@AgSolutionsAustraliaEquine

The Quintessential Horseman
by Brett Cantle, Arden Connemaras

Fast Facts
Farmer

Industry

Region

Product

Results

David Finch - Finch Farm

Sporthorse breeding and 
development stud

Darling Downs, QLD

MegaMin Equine Supplements

Improved overall health

Shiny coat and healthy 
hooves

Enhanced performance

Holding many titles as National Coach 
Educator, former Equestrian Australia 
coach of the year, and five-time 
Equestrian Queensland coach of the 
year, David Finch or ‘Finchy’ as he 
is affectionately known, 
has become renowned in 
the equine industry as a 
sophisticated competitor 
with remarkable ability 
for taming even the most 
troublesome of horses. 

Admirably purposeful with a 
gentle demeanor, horses are 
intrinsically drawn to David 
and his high expectations for 
performance. David’s passion for show 
jumping has seen him compete in the 
international arenas of Japan, Germany, 
and the United States. As a member 
of an elite group of level-3 accredited 
jumping specialist coaches in Australia, 
David is recognised for his coaching skills 
and shares his expertise by traveling 
extensively across the country to deliver 
course-building programs and provide 
expert coaching advice. 

At home in Toowoomba, David’s passion 
at Finch Farm has recently pivoted 
towards improving Australian sport horse 
performance by strengthening the gene 
pool. He believes high-performing breeds 
and good nutrition are crucial to helping 

him achieve his goal for establishing a 
world-class breeding program. 

“I start with good broodmares; ideally, 
they have pedigree and performance.” 

says David, “If they have 
not had the opportunity to 
perform themselves, then 
close relatives must have.” 
“Then I bring stallions into 
the mix that are proven at 
the highest level, as both 
competitors and sires 
themselves.” he continues, 
“I am not interested in 
hype, just rock-solid 
performance.” “I like my 

youngsters to grow up in big paddocks, in 
a herd environment - and good nutrition 
is non-negotiable, then it just takes time, 
patience, and skill.”

David’s program philosophies have 
proven successful so far, with national 
foal champions rolling in thick and fast 
alongside growing demand for young 
horses and continued production of Grand 
Prix performers.  

When asked why David uses AgSolutions’ 
MegaMin Equine Supplements, David 
said, “I align myself with Australian made; 
good people; and outstanding products - 
so AgSolutions fits the bill perfectly here at 
Finch Farm.”

“Giving my horses Equine Enhancer is 
like giving each horse an insurance tablet. 
I know they are getting their essential 
vitamins and minerals, and it works.”

“This year,” he continued, “I put eleven 
colts and fillies up for ACE classification; 
they were all awarded ‘elite’ or ‘premium’ 
as they all looked immaculate.”

Ever humble about his achievements, 
David fails to mention here that his colt 
and filly received the highest scores in 
Australia, which is a truly incredible result.

As part of our commitment to ‘Helping 
Australia Grow’, we offer MegaMin Equine 
Supplement customers a free feed review 
and discussion to help fine-tune their 
horse’s nutritional requirements.

For more information contact Shannon at 
shannon.godwin@agsolutions.com.au

Equine Diet Analysis

MegaMin Equine Enhancer is designed 
to promote overall health while also 
actively supporting hoof quality, coat 
condition and gut function.

Giving my horses 
Equine Enhancer is like 
giving each horse an 
insurance tablet. I know 
they are getting their 
essential vitamins and 
minerals, and it works.



Paul Pritchard - National Sales Manager 
All other states, West QLD and NSW

p 0427 671 399

Lucas Kerkow - Field Advisor
Bundaberg through to Brisbane,  

west to Jandowae and South Burnett
p 0427 825 167

Danielle Hogarth - Field Advisor
Central QLD and Fitzroy Region

p 0417 223 844

Ben Ree - Field Advisor
Beaudesert / Lockyer areas, west to 

Chinchilla, Dalby and Goondiwindi and 
south to Tenterfield and Deepwater.

p 0448 878 044

Philip Stacy - Field Advisor
Guyra, Warialda, Gunnedah, Scone  
and Gloucester through to Walcha

p 0439 794 077

Roger Newman - Field Advisor
Mid and north coast of NSW,  

south to Taree and west to Glen Innes
p 0428 448 005

To say this year has been anything 
but challenging is an understatement. 
Many of our customers, stockists and 
employees have been impacted by 
Australia’s unpredictable climate; floods, 
fires, and ongoing drought have become 
a recurring battle our agricultural industry 
is continually faced with, but these last 
two years brought new difficulties as 
COVID-19 challenged the way we work 
together. 

Despite this change, we pulled together 
and persisted, which is why I would like to 
extend my heartfelt thanks for continuing 
to support AgSolutions and the people 
who help keep Australia farming.

Our head office will be closed from 
5pm on Thursday 23rd December 2021 
and will reopen at 8am on Tuesday 4th 
January 2022.

From all the team at AgSolutions 
Australia, we wish you and your family a 
safe Christmas and Happy New Year; we 
look forward to working with you in 2022.

Did you know?

As well as providing broad spectrum 
macro and trace minerals, the 

MegaMin USDA/NOP supplement 
range now includes specialised 

products with higher levels of key 
minerals and protein options to 

help meet the differing needs and 
production requirements of your 

livestock.  Talk to one of our team 
to see which MegaMin USDA/NOP 
supplement may be best for your 

particular situation.

New expanded

MegaMin USDA/NOP RangeMegaMin USDA/NOP Range
Compliant with USDA National Organic Program (NOP)

Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Phosphorus

Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Phosphorus + 10% Protein MealDry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra MagnesiumDry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Custom Protein Blends

Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP SulPhos

Available at inclusion rates from 
10% through to 50% protein meal.

Available in a SWEET blend.

Available in a SWEET blend.

Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Bend Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Sulphur Blend

Dry Feed BlockUSDA/NOP Extra Sulphur + 10% Protein Meal

Welcome  to the newest members of our field team!

Message from the CEO

Lucas Kerkow hails from Wooroolin 
near Kingaroy, where his family 
own and run a beef cattle breeding 
operation based on regenerative 
grazing principles.

Lucas brings a wealth of experience 
to the AgSolutions team, having 
completed an Associate Diploma in 
Applied Science (Rural Techniques) 
at Gatton College.  During the last 
five years, Lucas specialised in 
Animal Production Sales offering 
on-farm assistance to producers and 
providing advice about pastures, 
grazing management, and animal 
health and nutrition.

Ben Ree and his family live on a 
property near Liston in NSW, where 
they run a trade cattle operation. 
Ben’s experience is underpinned 
by the Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Animal Production) (Hons) that he 
attained through the University of 
Queensland (Gatton). 

With previous management success 
at local Rural Stores, he attributes 
his accomplishments to building 
exceptional relationships with his 
customers/clients - something he is 
looking forward to upholding in his 
new role with AgSolutions.

Lucas Kerkow Ben Ree

Regards,

Julie Williams

0427 825 167 0448 878 044

agsolutions.com.au


