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The Martins have used NatraMin for many 

years, more recently applying 400kg per ha 

to improve structure in the property's typical 

black soils. All cultivation is treated with 

NatraMin sometimes twice a year to support 

the growth of high-performance dairy 

pastures.

NatraMin Cal-K has been used both as a soil 

conditioner and a source of potassium (K) on 

lucerne ground.  An application of NatraMin 

Cal-S to an old lucerne stand resulted in an 

increase in density and larger leaves.

Mrs Martin said the soils now worked up well 

when preparing seedbeds, and earthworms 

were visible, even in dry times. Cows also 

appeared to find the mineralised pastures 

more palatable, grazing them to the ground.

From strong entries, Mrs Martin took out the 

coveted Champion Pasture prize in the 

recent Beaudesert Show Pasture 

Competition. She was also awarded first 

prize in both the 2010-planted Lucerne and
the Mixed Pasture classes.

LONG term use of NatraMin has resulted in 

improved structure of dark soils, plus 

increased growth, health and density of 

pastures and lucerne grown by Beaudesert 

dairy farmer Pearl Martin.

st st BEAUDESERT farmer Pearl Martin won 1  Prize with 2010 planted Lucerne (photo right), 1 Prize with 

Mixed Pasture as well as overall Champion Pasture in this year's hotly-contested Beaudesert Show 

Pasture Competition.  Photo above shows the champion mixed pasture of ryegrass, chicory, plantain 

and clover, grown on river flats with a lengthy history of applications of NatraMin mineral fertiliser.

Make wet soil productive sooner

Farmers who have used NatraMin in their 

soil management program have found that  

it reduces the impact of extreme wet 

conditions; that water drains more freely and 

that their paddocks bounce back quicker.

Repeat use of NatraMin helps to build soil 

humus levels, creating a sponge-like 

structure in the soil which improves both 

moisture-holding capacity for dry times as 

well as increasing soil drainage during 

extreme wet conditions.

YOUR crop, cane or pasture land could 

have suffered a similar fate to this one in 

recent wet conditions. There is a way to 

speed up the recovery of your soil.

The good news is that because NatraMin 

is not water-soluble it will not leach away 

with heavy rain.  Also, when applied prior 

to dry weather, nutrients will not dissipate 

into the air.

Our trained field advisors are available to 

support you to make the transition to 

reduce the dependency on high levels of 

water soluble fertiliser.

We look forward to your call. 

www.agsolutions.com.au
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NSW customer David Cavanagh at 

Beechwood, inland from Port Macquarie, 

noted that his stock were not seeking 

supplements so much after NatraMin had 

been applied to his pastures. 

As well as fertilising pastures with natural 

minerals, cattle are provided access to a 

MegaMin natural, broad-spectrum mineral 

supplement.

David and his partner Connie Greenaway run 

steers at more than 1 beast/acre. They have 

followed an AgSolutions soil-management 

A LACK of the major minerals sulphur and 

sodium can limit intake and productivity 

when stock are grazing forage sorghum or 

sorghum stubble.

Sodium in the form of salt is a critical factor 

in appetite, but as its content in sorghum 

crop is fairly low, a bit of salt in the diet is 

likely to increase intake of these crops.

Sulphur is an important ingredient in some 

amino acids (the building blocks of protein), 

but is also the major mineral involved in the 

body's detoxifying process.

Plants in the sorghum family tend to contain 

a toxic substance called prussic acid, and 

they also have a low sulphur content.  

When grazing forage sorghum, the animal 

draws on its own reserves of sulphur to 

detoxify the prussic acid. When those  

reserves are depleted, the animal will 

decrease its intake of the forage.

This was one of the practical pieces of 

advice provided by consulting nutritionist 

Vincent Posada to the 700 farmers who 

attended the 2010 AgSolutions Livestock 

Nutrition Roadshow throughout NSW and 

Queensland.

Vincent said farmers often noticed that when 

stock were grazing sorghum, they would 

avoid certain parts of the crop such as stalks 

and bottom leaves where higher levels of 

prussic acid are present. 

He recommended that stock grazing forage 

sorghum be supplemented with sulphur and 

sodium, and there was every likelihood of 

getting a significant positive response  

including an increase in both intake and 

productivity, as well as the sorghum 

paddock being better utilised, including 

subsequent regrowth.

Trials have shown that providing additional 

sulphur to stock grazing sorghum crops can 

increase daily weight gain by as much as 

300-500 grams per day.

AgSolutions caters for this need with 

MegaMin Extra Sulphur which includes all of 

the key macro and trace elements, plus 

more sulphur to help stock detoxify prussic 

acid, and increase appetite.

For best results, it is important to start 

feeding MegaMin Extra Sulphur two to three 

weeks prior to grazing forage sorghum and 

stubbles. 

With the forage sorghum season fast 

approaching, it is worth ordering and having 

supplies of this supplement on hand.

program, and have used two applications of 

NatraMin on their pastures in the past 18 

months. 

David Cavanagh: �The response has been 

phenomenal. The growth and colour of 

pastures is great, and we now have a 

surplus of feed.�

David appreciated the practical way that 

AgSolutions presented and interpreted his 

soil test results, making them easier to 

understand.

He also says that he learned a lot and 

gained more clarity about feeding and 

supplementing cattle by attending one of the  

AgSolutions roadshows, featuring consultant 

animal nutritionist Vincent Posada.

Andrew Lenehan:   �The cheapest feed is 

what you grow in your own paddocks... plus 

you can have more control over its quality, 

including its mineral content.� 

For soil testing and practical advice on your 

pasture management, give us a call on  

1800 81 57 57.

AFTER applying NatraMin to their pastures at Beechwood, inland from Port 

Macquarie, David Cavanagh and his partner Connie Greenaway have found that 

their cattle (pictured above) are not chasing supplements as much.

Cattle prefer to graze 
remineralised pasture

Around the paddocks
with Gary Zerner, Senior Field Advisor

and Animal Nutritionist, Vincent Posada (right)

AgSolutions Field Advisor, Andrew Lenehan said 

that customers often report that their cattle 
showed a preference for grazing pastures 

remineralised with NatraMin.

premium soil and livestock nutrition products

Supplement with Sulphur & Sodium
when Grazing Forage Sorghum



SEEKING a soil-conditioning product to 

improve the soil structure on their cropping 

land, the Weller brothers have seen massive 

improvements in soil structure and friability 

since using NatraMin.

All stubble is returned to the soil, and 

gypsum, lime and feedlot manures had been 

used but these practices were expensive 

and didn't improve the situation greatly.  One 

grey clay area under centre pivot irrigation 

would simply peel off the tynes. 

Wayne Weller:  �Since using NatraMin, the 

soil now flows around the tynes. We noticed 

the difference after the first application. On 

our home property at Wooroolin, we�ve seen 

the same results with red/brown/black   

forest soil showing a massive improvement 

in soil structure.�

�Benefits are also obvious when we are 

harvesting peanuts. Our soil tended to go 

sloppy in heavy rain, then set hard in hot,  

dry conditions. Since using NatraMin, the 

soil doesn't set like this. We don't end up 

with great clods or bricks of hard dirt.�

�This was a major issue at peanut harvest, 

with the clods ending up in the peanut 

windrows blocking the sieves and wind 

tunnels in the harvester, damaging the 

peanuts and impacting on the quality of the 

harvest.�

NatraMin has improved 
soil structure and 
reduced tillage costs
WAYNE Weller (right) and his brothers Malcolm and Noel are third generation cropping 

and cattle farmers in the Kingaroy district. Using NatraMin for the past six years has 

vastly improved the friability of their soils. The Weller family crops peanuts, maize, 

wheat, mung beans and sorghum, as well as running beef cattle. 

did you know?
How to reduce iron, aluminium and manganese toxicity 

The missing element for plant growth and strength

Natra Min

AVAILABILITY of a major mineral is lacking in many soils, but most 

soil tests don't monitor its presence, and most agronomists don't 

recommend adding it to the soil.

Silica, the overlooked mineral can boost the plant's resistance to 

stress; increase photosynthesis and chlorophyll content; improve 

drought resistance and salt tolerance; prevent lodging; and lower 

irrigation requirements.

If that's not enough, silica is also believed to reduce insect attack, 

frost damage, and disease pressure, and to regulate the plant's 

uptake of potentially toxic minerals. 

Apart from strengthening plant cell walls and providing a barrier to 

disease and insect pests, silica also strengthens the plant stem, 

enabling the plant to remain more erect and assist to keep leaves 

well positioned to intercept light.

Silica aids plant uptake of nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, zinc 

and molybdenum.

Research has shown that silica can increase root growth and yield 

in grasses; increase the rate of photosynthesis in sugar cane and 

rice; and reduce lodging in cereals due to stronger stems. Many 

commercial cucumber producers regularly add silica as a foliar 

spray, or in hydroponic solutions, to help prevent the major 

disease, powdery mildew.

Other research results have shown silica to:

�NatraMin in the cropping rotation also 

provides additional calcium in our soils that 

have a low Ca:Mg ratio. This equates to 

improved peanut quality.�

The Wellers incorporate NatraMin in their 

cropping rotation in July/August, before 

planting in November.

Prior to using NatraMin, paddocks were 

worked three times to break down the clods. 

Now the paddocks are worked twice, with 

one deep rip and a shallow working.

increase sugar cane yield (dry weight) by 50%, and 
sugar content by 15 to 31%.
increase cucumber fruit yield by 15 times, and fruit 
weight by 32 times
increase yields of hydroponic strawberries, lettuce, 
and dwarf beans

www.agsolutions.com.au

Many agricultural soils have very low levels of plant-available silica, 

potentially affecting plant production and health. Because silica 

regulates plant uptake of iron, aluminium and manganese, low 

silica availability can also lead to high uptake and toxicity of these 

elements.

Plants require a continuous supply of silica from the soil 

throughout their growth cycle, and require soil microbes to convert 

soil silica into the plant-available form. High organic matter in soil 

raises soluble silica, while liming and the use of nitrogen or 

phosphate fertiliser lowers soluble silica.

The NatraMin range of bio-activated broad-spectrum mineral 

fertilisers all contain a naturally high level of silica.  For example, 

NatraMin Original blend contains 25% Silicon, the elemental form 

of Silica.  NatraMin fertilisers also stimulate microbe and worm 

activity, resulting in better uptake of silica by plants.

Ensuring that your plants have enough silica for good health and 

production is another good reason for including NatraMin fertilisers 

in your soil management program.



BILOELA, QLD

FEEDBACK

We understand that our customers are an important part of our company, which is why 
we always look forward to hearing from you.  If you have any feedback, suggestions, 
questions or personal stories you would like to share with us, please give us a call or 
send us an email.  You might even star in our next newsletter! A.   8 Wadell Road Gympie Q 4570

P.   1800 81 57 57 F.   07 5482 7219

A BIG thank you to our customers and Rural Store distributors for your support throughout our MegaMin Win a Mower promotion.  

We are very pleased to announce the six winners of our 2010 MegaMin Winter promotion.

Winners of John Deere Mowers

WINNER, Cameron Laurie of 
�Bambougogle�, Rawdon Vale, near 
Gloucester, is pictured (front) with Sharpes 
John Deere representative David Boyd; 
AgSolutions field advisor Andrew Lenehan; 
and Gloucester Rural Supplies staff Stewart 
Moore, Donna Williams, Mathew Higgins, 
and Jason Gizzi.  

Cameron has provided his breeders with 
MegaMin mineral supplement through 
winter, for half the cost of another 
commercial supplement.

�We're on fertilised country, but recognise 
the importance of delivering minerals and 
trace minerals that may be lacking in feed. 

We've also had one  stock horse on the 
mineral supplement after an overdose of 
grain caused laminitis and severe lameness. 
From being considered beyond help, he has 

GLOUCESTER, NSW

LONG-TERM user of MegaMin lick blocks 
for his sheep for over six years, David 
Sweeney, Walcha, says that wool is brighter 
as a result. 

David (front) received a bonus for purchasing 
MegaMin, winning one of the John Deere 
mowers.  Pictured with David are (from left) 
AgSolutions field advisor Philip Stacy, 
Armidale Norco manager George Hoy, Skye 
Sweeney, and John Deere territory manager 
Tim Andrew.

WALCHA, NSW

DAVID and Sandy Bartlett of �Dunblane� at 
Gore near Warwick (pictured second from 
left and centre) this year used MegaMin to 
help their 100 first-calf Droughtmaster heifers 
to get through tough winter conditions.

David Bartlett: �The heifers were doing it 
tough prior to supplementing, but have 
come through with calves looking well. The 
only mistake I made was not starting them 
earlier.�

�We'll definitely use the supplement again, 
as we now recognise the importance of 
maintaining minerals all-year-round, even 
with green feed about.�

Pictured with the Bartletts are (from left) 
Vanderfield Toowoomba branch manager 
Jason Jones, Elders Warwick representative 
Marty Kerlin, and AgSolutions field advisor 
Paul Pritchard.  

WARWICK, QLD

DES Coupe, Banana, received more benefit 
than expected when he used MegaMin for 
his stock.  Mr Coupe, pictured with  
Centracks parts assistant, Annie Berg-Davis, 
(Biloela), won one of the John Deere ride-on 
mowers with his purchase of MegaMin 
supplement.

HAPPY to win a John Deere mower, John 
and Roslyn Mercer, Kandanga Valley 
Charolais and Charbray have been using 
MegaMin in their grain supplement for 
several years.

The Mercers are pictured with Hi-way 1 
representative Matt Conaghan (left), and 
AgSolutions staff Brett Rutter (centre) and 
Andrew Williams (right). 

The Mercers were amongst the many 
livestock producers in Queensland and New 
South Wales to take advantage of 
AgSolutions seminars on ruminant nutrition, 
featuring consulting animal nutritionist 
Vincent Posada.

GYMPIE, QLD

NEIL Warne, Casino (centre) with Neil 
Winterbon, Ongmac Trading (left), and 
AgSolutions field advisor Roger Newman.

Neil has noticed that his heifers are stronger 
since using MegaMin mineral supplement.
�It's the first time I can remember that I 
haven't had to assist heifers calving.�

CASINO, NSW
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