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Elders Bundaberg are leading the way 

in improving the fertility of local soils by 

assisting their farmers to address the lack 

of soil biology and declining soil structure. 

Elders Senior Agronomist, David Richards, 

has seen the benef ts where NatraMin 

mineral fertiliser has been trialled on sugar 

cane, soybeans and small crops (sweet 

potatoes) at Bundaberg, Childers and 

Maryborough over the past 12 months.

�Since looking into how NatraMin works 

and based on the results in other areas, 

we�ve now got local growers getting great 

results in this region.�

Cane Yield and CCS levels 
increased…

Cane trials at Childers, with NatraMin 

Cal-S applied at 500kg/ha over the trash 

blanket, have resulted in a 12% increased 

yield, which equates to $480/Ha increase 

in return. In addition, CCS (sugar) levels 

in the NatraMin trials were also up 0.5% 

compared to the control area� returning a 

bonus $13.50 per tonne. 

�In our soil types we�re utilising NatraMin 

blends to restore minerals and trace 

elements, stimulate the biological activity 

and to improve the soil structure. High 

nitrogen inputs, poor seasonal conditions, 

and a lack of legumes in farming programs 

have all contributed to an overall decline 

in soil structure and fertility� and 

consequently crop yield.�

As Dave Richards recognises� �I would 

be the f rst to confess that for many years, 

soil biology has been overlooked by 

agronomists, consultants and landholders. 

Now we�re asking the questions and 

looking at programs and products to rectify 

the impact on soil fertility.�

�A lot of cane is grown on light grey soils 

which are hard setting and tend to go to 

powder when they are cultivated. Our 

agronomy programs are incorporating 

NatraMin to turn these soils around.�

In addition to broad spectrum minerals, 

NatraMin has a high Silica component 

that provides important benef ts for sugar 

cane and small crops. NatraMin is also 

formulated with a catalyst to feed and 

stimulate soil microbe and worm activity.

At a recent sugar cane f eld day in 

Bundaberg, (photo on right) the focus 

was on how NatraMin had contributed to 

improvements in soil structure, crop growth 

and water inf ltration. Richards outlined� 

�the growth of the cane and the increase in 

internode length to date looks impressive�. 

Subsequent yield measurements have 

highlighted an increase of 17.2 tonnes per 

hectare in the area treated with NatraMin 

Cal-S. This equates to an increase in return 

of over $500 per hectare, even after the 

cost of the NatraMin has been taken into 

consideration.

�The earlier NatraMin is applied the better. 

Under cane there is a def nite increase in 

the breakdown of trash in the trial areas. 

Soybeans at Maryborough have also 

performed well under NatraMin Cal-S with 

yields of up to 5 tonne per hectare.� 

A soil test is recommended to determine 

which NatraMin blend is best suited to your 

soil type. Give the team at AgSolutions a 

call on 1800 81 57 57. We can arrange 

a soil test for you, or if you have an 

existing soil test, we can provide you 

with a complimentary assessment and 

recommendations for your soil type.

NatraMin Increases Cane Yields
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L-R: Elders Bundaberg Branch Manager 

Stuart Stephenson, Cane Grower Jason 

Franklin and Senior Agronomist David 

Richards at the NatraMin Cane f eld day. 

from the desk...
With the MegaMin Winter Promotion drawing to a close, 

we would like to thank all our customers, rural stores and 

sponsors for their support. Here at AgSolutions, we are all 

about helping Australia grow, and that extends to our own 

team. Since our last newsletter we have welcomed 7 new 

staff into the family working across all areas of the business to help bring you, our 

customers, the best quality products and solutions in agriculture. In this edition of our 

newsletter we take a close look at positive effects NatraMin has had on sugarcane 

yields. We hear from the Director of Bindaree Beef on their trials of NatraMin Cal-S 

and we investigate the benef ts of using a Sulphur supplement to enhance the 

utilisation of forage sorghum for livestock. 

The AgSolutions Management Team
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Bindaree Beef – Beef up their soils
�The results of NatraMin 

NatraMin was applied

premium soil and livestock nutrition products

Farm manager, Peter Harris, reported, �the 

results were brilliant where we applied the 

Cal-S and having the untreated area side 

by side meant we could see the difference 

all through the growth of the crop. Even our 

hay contractor noticed the difference. 

We�re using more NatraMin this year and will 

continue to do trials in order to monitor and 

improve our operation. We need to improve 

production and grow tonnage. We have 

plenty of nutrition but we just need our soil 

to be softer and more friable.

In addition to assessing 
your crop�s nutrient 
requirements, it is equally 
important to address soil 
structure issues. Poor soil 
structure directly impacts 
on nutrient availability, 
aeration (oxygen supply 
to the soil�s microbes), soil 
pH, seed germination and 
water inf ltration.

Call AgSolutions to 
speak to one of our Field 
Advisors.

Cal-S were easy to see. 
In the early stages, the 
difference was evident with 
the crop being a foot taller 
and a lot greener in the 

Director, John Newton concludes, �Based on 

the results we�ve seen, we are convinced 

NatraMin Cal-S has improved our soil.�

Winter Promotion
The AgSolutions, MegaMin Winter Promotion closed on 31 August 2009. Winners 

are to be drawn at 4.00pm on 18th September 2009. Winners will be notif ed by 

Bindaree Beef have around 250 hectares 

under cultivation, producing their own hay as 

well as selling hay into the feedlot industry.

Director, John Newton commented, �the 

soil in our irrigated country had become 

compacted and we needed to make changes 

to our soil management program. I had heard 

about other feedlots using NatraMin Cal-S 

to soften their soils and improve nutrient 

availability. Based on their reports, we made 

the decision to trial NatraMin. 

The results have been noticeable, especially in 

the cultivation areas.�

Prior to planting forage sorghum last year, 

NatraMin Cal-S was applied to 16 hectares 

at 400kg/ha and the rest of the paddock was 

left untreated to gauge improvements. 

The results of NatraMin Cal-S were easy to 

see. In the early stages, the difference was 

evident with the crop being a foot taller and a 

lot greener in the treated area. 

There was a noticeable difference in the soil 

condition and water penetration.

treated area.�

Mega Min

phone and announced in the next edition of �Over the fence�.

The AgSolutions Management Team

Forage Sorghum without NatraMin Cal-S

Forage Sorghum with NatraMin Cal-S
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Bindaree Beef – Beef up their soils



Light soils respond

Since making NatraMin HI-Phos an integral 

part of his pasture program over f fteen 

years ago, Fred Roberts has witnessed 

several key improvements that have 

provided benef ts for his soil, his pasture 

and his stock.

�Over the years, we�ve seen great 

improvements in soil structure. Our soils 

are def nitely softer where NatraMin has 

been applied and better water inf ltration 

and moisture retention in our light sandy 

soils equals improved pasture growth, 

which has been especially noticeable 

during dry spells.�

When asked why he started to incorporate 

NatraMin into their program, Fred 

responded� �I�ve always been aware of 

the response to minerals in our scrub soil 

and I had also seen the results of NatraMin 

at f eld days around Gympie, so I made the 

decision to give it a try�.

Reduced Nitrogen inputs…

The Roberts family stopped dairying eight 

years ago and now run around 200 beef 

breeders. Rye grass pastures are still relied 

upon during the winter months. 

 �Since using NatraMin we�ve been able to 

reduce our Nitrogen inputs by half� going 

from four top dressings to only two. Our 

Rye continues to perform better than ever.�  

According to Fred, cattle def nitely prefer to 

graze pastures with a history of NatraMin.

�Overall, the main bene

on our farm have been the improved soil 

structure and pH, and the increase in worm 

(biological) activity in our soil. While for 

many years you couldn�t 

our property, our soils are full of earthworms 

now. Soil pH usually runs around 4.5 to 5. 

Now our pH is consistently over 6.� 

Pasture less stressed…

�In addition to pasture holding in there 

better during dry weather, we have noticed 

that there is less frost damage in the areas 

where NatraMin has been applied to 

improved pasture.

NatraMin HI-Phos has been a key 

component in addressing the fertility of our 

sandy loam soils and as a soil conditioner it 

has certainly worked well for us.�

Frost damage evident where 

better than ever.� 

NO NatraMin was applied

Less frost damage where 

f ts experienced 

f nd a worm on 

�Since using NatraMin 
we�ve been able to reduce 
our Nitrogen inputs by 
half� going from four top 
dressings to only two. Our 
Rye continues to perform 

Natra Min
Cal-S

Natra Min
Cal-K

Natra Min
Original

Natra Min
K

Natra Min
HI-Phos

Natra Min
K-Phos

The NatraMin Product Range
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FEEDBACK 

We understand that our customers are an important part of our company, which is why 
we always look forward to hearing from you. If you have any feedback, suggestions, 
questions or personal stories you would like to share with us, please give us a call or 
send us an email. You might even star in our next publication! 
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P.  1800 81 57 57

E.  info@agsolutions.com.au

F. 07 5482 7219
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Floods  
As this edition arrives in your mailbox, many 

areas are again looking to the sky for a drop 

of rain to keep crops going and to offset the 

effects of winter. Spare a thought for farmers 

on the north coast of NSW, who this year 

have measured their rainfall in feet� not 

inches.

Too much moisture in soil is just as big a 

problem as an extended drought period. 

During dry weather soil microbes become 

depleted� and when soil becomes f ooded 

or waterlogged for extended periods of time, 

the lack of oxygen in the soil impacts on the 

balance of soil microbes. Benef cial aerobic 

microbes decrease in numbers resulting 

in a dominance of anaerobic microbes in 

f ood affected soil, turning soil sour, affecting 

soil pH and reducing nutrient availability. In 

addition, chemical reactions that take place 

when oxygen levels are low can result in 

nitrogen being lost from the soil.

Regenerating these soils can be fast tracked 

with the use of NatraMin. Available in 

different blends to suit individual soil types, 

NatraMin is a mineral fertiliser� but most 

importantly, NatraMin contains a biological 

catalyst to feed the soil�s aerobic biology, 

helping to improve soil structure and restore 

balance to your soil.

Similar to ground that has been laser 

levelled, areas that have lost top soil due 

to f ooding can take several years to 

recover. The use of NatraMin on these 

areas can assist by balancing and softening 

the underlying clay. Soil aeration, mulch, 

legumes or manures may also speed up the 

recovery of these areas.

Coming into spring is a great 
time to soil test to ensure the 
correct inputs and rates are 
used for this summer�s crops 
and pastures. Call AgSolutions� 
team of f eld advisors now or 
send through your existing soil 
test for advice.

With the forage sorghum season fast 

approaching, it is worth considering the use 

of a Sulphur supplement to enhance the 

performance of your beef and dairy cattle 

while grazing forage sorghum, stubble, or 

sorghum hay and silage. 

Sorghum contains Prussic acids and 

Prussic acids actually limit the intake of 

fodder, resulting in lower weight gains for 

cattle grazing forage sorghum and other 

sorghum varieties.

Feeding MegaMin Extra Sulphur is the key 

to ensure that your stock perform at their 

peak condition. As well as providing broad 

spectrum minerals and trace minerals, 

the addition of extra Sulphur can assist to 

detoxify Prussic acid and increase appetite.

Trials have shown that providing additional 

Sulphur can increase daily weight gains 

by as much as 300-500 grams per day. 

Stock are able to graze more stalk and 

stem as a result of the inclusion of Sulphur, 

resulting in better utilisation of the plant and 

subsequent regrowth. 

AgSolutions now caters for this need with 

the release of �MegaMin Extra Sulphur�, 

which still includes all key macro and trace 

elements, designed for feeding in these 

situations or mixing with rations.

Sulphur facts:

� Forage sorghum crops are also low 

in Sulphur 

� Sulphur is a major component of 3 

amino acids

� Sulphur is important in Rumen health

� Sulphur is a key component in wool 

amino acids

� It is a world wide belief that Sulphur assists 

parasite control

AgSolutions’ MegaMin Loose 
Supplement Extra Sulphur can 
assist to… 

� Increase daily weight gains of stock 

grazing forage sorghum 

� Allow stock to graze more stalk and stem

� Reduce risk of Prussic acid poisoning

Note: For best results, it is important to start 

feeding MegaMin Extra Sulphur 2-3 weeks 

prior to grazing forage sorghum and stubbles.

MegaMin Extra Sulphur 
– the key to weight gain 
on Forage Sorghum

Mega Min
Loose Supplement

EXTRA

SULPHUR+

remember:
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