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Over the fence
Feeding MegaMin year round
shows noticeable benefits - pg 2
Lucerne lasted longer compared
to Super and Lime program - pg 3
Balanced nutrients - the key to
soil and stock health - pg 4
Reduction in foot abscess and
pink eye - pg 5
The benefits of MegaMin as a
buffer in feedlot rations - pg 6

Daintree Tea ...

/agsolutionsaustralia

Relax with a
hot cuppa
Sit and enjoy our Newsletter along with
our brand new AgSolutions branded
Tea Bag! It is great to finally have the
100% Australian owned and produced
Daintree tea, which we think tastes
great. Let us know what you think.

Maximum Release of
Phosphatic Fertilisers
Three of George and Helen Mulherrin's properties are
on the New England Highway, and like many grazing
properties, have had the traditional long-term Super
Phosphate history.
After attending the first AgSolutions
soil nutrition seminar in Tenterfield in
2005, the Mulherrin's believed that the
information made a lot of sense,
especially regarding the importance of
nutritional balance to get more out of
soil, fertiliser, pasture, and ultimately
your livestock.
Always looking at their priorities and
for the best option for their pasture,
NatraMin HI-Phos was first applied in
2005 and in the following eight years
either NatraMin HI-Phos or NatraMin
Cal-S have been applied every year or
second year depending on the season
and budgets.
“Since using NatraMin, the
improvements in our pasture have
been obvious and to provide us with a
guide as to where things are at, we soil
test regularly. After many years of
applying Super and prior to using
NatraMin, available Phosphorus was

still low at 15ppm. Even though
NatraMin HI-Phos only has 2%
Phosphorus, we now have up to 37ppm
available Phosphorus in some areas.
Our pasture density and clover content
has increased and we have seen the
improvement in our cattle. Our weaners
this year have topped 358kg off the cow
and we have also topped the market in
Tenterfield for the last two years.”
The Mulherrins also took out the best
pen of steers, best pen of heifers and
champion overall pen in 2013.
George concludes by saying, “The
repeated use of the NatraMin program is
worth sticking to. We've seen an
improvement everywhere compared to
when we used Super. I first saw it in my
pasture and the benefits have also been
obvious in our stock.”

For maximum response to
Phosphatic Fertilisers,
adequate quantities of
secondary and trace elements
are required.
Fertilizer Industry Handbook

NatraMin provides broad
spectrum minerals and trace
elements and is formulated
with a catalyst to stimulate
microbe and worm activity in
your soil - helping to release
nutrient lock up.
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BILL KIRKBY WITH WILL CANNINGTON (RIGHT) WITH ONE OF HIS
SUPREME EXHIBITS AT THE NATIONAL WHITE DORPER SHOW

Recognising the importance of
Minerals and Trace Elements for
sheep and cattle.
Feeding Mineral supplements is a quick way to get
our stock right and to build their mineral levels.

Protected Protein in MegaMin
lick blocks provides extended
Rumen Stimulation

Between Bingara and Narrabri is home for
Will and Linda Cannington and Back Creek
White Dorpers’.

The use of MegaMin Extra Sulphur has also
had the added benefit of reduced lice
problems.

Running a stud flock of 400 ewes, a further
4500 commercial ewes as well as 1500 head
of cattle keeps the Cannington’s busy and
Will is always searching for ways to improve
the health of their soil and livestock.

Our stock are performing better
with the changes we've made to
our overall program and since
feeding MegaMin. The benefit to
the health of our stock is
noticeable.

Recognising the importance of minerals and
trace elements for sheep and cattle led the
Canningtons to use MegaMin stock
supplements and to make changes in their
management practices more towards
Biological farming.
Will commenced feeding MegaMin lick
blocks to his sheep in 2010 and has fed
MegaMin all year round since 2012.
MegaMin Original Mineral Blend is used
when there is green feed and then the switch
is made to MegaMin Extra Sulphur to
increase amino acids to aid in the digestion
of dry winter feed.

Will and Linda Cannington
Sheep and Cattle
Narrabri
MegaMin
Feeding year round shows
noticeable benefits for overall
stock health
MegaMin extra Sulphur
assisted to reduce lice
problems

Intake of the MegaMin lick blocks varies. Will
finds that when feeding sub-tropical grasses
which are deeper rooted, less MegaMin is
required compared to when stock are
grazing native grass areas.

The advantage of using protected protein meal
is that this protein breaks down slowly in the
rumen, providing a sustained source of
Nitrogen for the rumen microbes and
stimulating appetite and digestion for an
extended period of time.
This safe form of protein allows stock to graze
longer (up to 20+ hours) after consumption
and contains bypass protein that can be
digested and absorbed after the rumen.
Urea can be toxic when fed in high amounts,
hence MegaMin Dry Feed Lick Blocks include
protected proteins for extended stimulation of
the rumen, as well as low, relatively safe rates
of urea to provide a quick boost to rumen
microbes.

Will concludes: While work to improve our
soil has commenced, it will take time and a
lot more resources. Mineral supplements are
a quick way to get our stock right and to
build their mineral levels.

MINERALS + UREA + TRUE PROTEIN

DRY FEED BLOCKS
MINERALS

Ca

S
Cu

UREA

TRUE PROTEIN

P
Mg
Se

Zn

Bridge
nutritional gap
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GRAZE more - CONVERT more - GROW more

+

+
Quick boost to
rumen microbes

copra
meal plus
cottonseed
meal
Extended rumen
stimulation

GRAZE MORE

CONVERT MORE

+

=
Extended
grazing

GROW MORE

=
More protein
conversion

$
Increased
production
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Ken Passlow
Lucerne and Millet
Ulmarra (near Grafton)
NatraMin
Previously useless
paddocks now have
good pasture
Soil recovered better
after floods
Lucerne stands now
last over 4 years

Complete grass cover and
useful grazing pasture within
months of applying NatraMin

Where NatraMin had been applied there was a noticeable difference,
with Lucerne lasting twice as long compared to another area grown
with Super Phosphate and Lime.
Having a comparison on his own property
meant that Ken Passlow of Ulmarra (near
Grafton) was able to see the difference that
NatraMin made in his soil, as well as his
Lucerne and Millet crops.
Ken first heard how NatraMin could soften the
soil in 2003 and with one non-productive
paddock that was bordering on 'acid-sulphate',
he made the decision to see if NatraMin would
make a difference.
Bare patches dominated the pasture in this
paddock and the lack of grass cover meant
very little production. Cultivation of this area
resulted in 'bricks of soil' that wouldn't break
down. Initially, AgSolutions Field Advisor, Roger
Newman took soil tests that confirmed low soil
pH and elevated levels of Sodium and Sulphur.
Ken reports on the results: Within 4-5 months
of applying NatraMin, we had complete grass
cover and were grazing a useful pasture.
A more recent example is in cultivation where
Lucerne is grown using NatraMin as the only
input. Where NatraMin was applied there was a
noticeable difference with Lucerne lasting for
over 4 years while as a comparison, Lucerne
grown in another paddock under the old Super
Phosphate and Lime program struggled to
make 2 or 3 years.

the third paddock has never had NatraMin
applied.

and ended up only being grazed once during
summer.

To quickly fill the feed gap when the flood wiped
out his Lucerne, Ken planted Millet in these
three paddocks using the same seed and
starter fertiliser.

We're simply amazed at the result of NatraMin
and recommend others to use it, particularly
those areas that have soil problems after the
floods.

In 4 weeks, the two paddocks with a NatraMin
history were 8 inches high, were ready to be
grazed and were fed off four times at 10-day
intervals. In comparison, the paddock without
NatraMin was only 2 inches high after 4 weeks

I used to wonder if I could afford to use
NatraMin but now it's a matter of I can't afford
not to. We now budget to do the whole farm
every year.

MegaMin MegaMower MegaPromotion

WIN
6

yourself
one of
these
beauties...

up for Grabs!

Valued at $3299 rrp each
NSW Permit # LTPS/13/02096

Like many, the recent floods took their toll on
Ken's flats, however it also provided an
opportunity to see the benefits of using
NatraMin. Two out of three paddocks had a 3
year history of NatraMin and as a comparison,
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MEGA
S
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Buy MegaMin and WIN
Dry Feed Block
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Extra Magnesium

Feedlot Enhancer

Around the paddocks

Yes, it’s that time of year
again... planting winter cereals,

with Gary Zerner
Senior Field Advisor

grazing frosted pastures and the
traditional State of Origin battle
between QLD and NSW!

I am a QLD supporter when it comes to
Origin but when it comes to my work with
AgSolutions, I love the fact that I can help
farmers from all over Australia with
information and products to get the most
from their soil and livestock.
Since my last edition of 'Around the
Paddocks' I've spoken on Soil and
Livestock Nutrition at 19 seminars across
QLD and NSW and there are still a few
AgSolutions Roadshow seminars featuring
animal nutritionist Vince Posada to be held
at Casino, Beaudesert, Kingaroy,
Toogoolawah and Toowoomba.
One comment from a farmer who attended
these seminars was no matter whether I
have green feed, dry feed or am finishing
off some steers, the information provided
has given me the understanding and
confidence to make better decisions for
managing our stock.

At our recent seminars, farmers were
interested in gaining an understanding of
the importance of nutritional balance both
in the soil and the rumen, along with how
critical biology or microbes are for healthy
soil and healthy rumen function. What do I
mean? In just one teaspoon of healthy soil,
there are more soil microbes than people
on earth and this soil biology breaks down
organic matter into humus to create a
storehouse for moisture, converts nutrients
into plant available form, helps to balance
soil pH, breaks down toxins and also
assists with soil structure.

Keynote speaker and leading animal
nutritionist, Vincent Posada at the
Grafton event in May, 2013

one time. When supplementing protein or
urea (non protein nitrogen) to increase the
intake of dry pasture, it is actually the
rumen microbes that use this protein to
multiply their numbers and subsequently
to increase the rate of digestion of dry
feed. This allows your stock to increase
the intake of available fodder, the
cheapest form of energy available during
the winter months.

Likewise, in cattle and sheep, billions of
rumen microbes with hundreds of different
types are essential to break down feed
components. A good indication of rumen
health can be obtained by observing how
many of your stock are cud chewing at any
one time. For stock on green pasture, look
for at least 40% cud chewing and for dry,
frost or drought affected pasture 50% of
your stock should be cud chewing at any

Because urea is rapidly broken down by
rumen microbes, optimum rumen function
is only maintained for a very short period
when feeding urea supplements. In
addition to our unique blend of minerals
and trace elements, our new MegaMin
Dry Feed Blocks provide low, relatively
safe levels of urea as well as protected
protein to stimulate the rumen for longer
periods, allowing your stock to graze
further afield.

important to remember that too much
Calcium can tie up Potash, Iron,
Phosphorus, Boron, Zinc, Manganese and
Magnesium. In addition, a Calcium
deficiency can be caused by a lack of
Boron or an oversupply of Sulphur can
create Selenium deficiency.

are formulated to maintain a broad
spectrum of key minerals and trace
elements as 'insurance' to maintain
nutritional and biological balance.
(NatraMin blends also contain a unique
soil microbial stimulant to increase the
level of biological activity.)

For instance, Molybdenum is a trace
element that is critical for Nitrogen fixation
in legumes, but if we use too much Moly
(eg. repeated applications of Mo Super) we
can induce a Copper deficiency in soil, and
subsequently livestock. High Phosphorus
can also reduce Copper availability. Copper
and Nitrogen are directly related and can
impact on the availability of each other, so
can you picture the domino effect?

Similarly in the animal, the concept of free
choice minerals may have limited results
because it is believed that apart from salt
and Phosphorus, livestock cannot really
detect or 'crave' trace elements and that
the intake of minerals is most often linked
to palatability. In addition, providing a
single trace element can be toxic or can
impact on another element. Take Copper
for example: too much is toxic, and when
supplied without a balance of other
minerals and trace elements, can cause an
impact on Zinc, which can subsequently
reduce the immune function of your stock.

Our strength at AgSolutions is that we
deal in both soil and livestock nutrition.
We place considerable emphasis on
soil and leaf tests to monitor your crop
and we can now have your pasture and
feed samples analyzed to evaluate
stock supplement programs and feed
ration calculations.

Even though Calcium is often referred to as
the 'trucker' of many elements, it is

For these reasons both NatraMin soil
products and MegaMin stock supplements

So, if you'd like to book in for one of the
scheduled events or would like us to
provide a seminar in your area, give me
a call on 1800 81 57 57.

BALANCED NUTRIENTS:
the key to soil and stock
health
The perception that soil or stock are lacking
in one particular mineral or trace element
can often lead farmers to apply or feed that
particular element, which can result in an
imbalance of other minerals.
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MICROBES: essential for
soil and rumen health

Livestock
Nutrition
Roadshows

So if you have a question about soil
tests or silage tests pick up the phone,
day or night, and call or email us.

See you in the paddock,
regards Gary

agsolutions.com.au

fast facts
Farmers
Industry
Region
Product
Results

Lock and Elizabeth Rogers
Beef
Wongwibinda (near Guyra)
MegaMin
Improved animal health
Reduced foot abscess
Reduced Pinkeye

LOCK ROGERS AT HIS PROPERTY ‘DYAMBERIN’.

Supplementing with MegaMin
helped to combat Foot Abscess
and Pinkeye

Within a few months of introducing MegaMin there was a
noticeable decline in animal health issues.
Prior to using MegaMin, Pinkeye and foot
abscess were constant problems for Lock
and Elizabeth Rogers who run 500 Angus
breeders and trade 1000 steers and heifers
each year on their property Dyamberin’ at
Wongwibinda (between Guyra and Ebor).
According to Lock; Initially we tissue tested
our pastures and bled our cattle to confirm
that minerals and trace minerals were lacking
in this country and when looking for a mineral
supplement to supply a broad spectrum of
minerals, we came across MegaMin in 2008.
Apart from the Pinkeye and foot abscess,
ring worms were a problem, our black cattle
were 'brown' and they were chewing the
bark off trees.
All of these conditions are linked to nutrition
or are classic symptoms of mineral
deficiencies.

Extra Magnesium

Within a few months I knew MegaMin was
working for us because of the decline in
animal health issues. This was confirmed in
2011 when we ran out of MegaMin for a
short period of time between Christmas and
the New Year, resulting in a big outbreak of
foot abscess. Our cattle have had
continuous access to MegaMin ever since.
Lock and Elizabeth use the MegaMin Mineral
Blend (mineral/trace element loose lick) all
year round and occasionally switch to the
MegaMin Extra Sulphur to assist with Lice
and Buffalo fly when they are a problem.
Intake of the supplement has been at the
expected level most of the time however new
cattle sometimes get stuck into it at first, so
additional salt is fed out to slow intake at
these times.

travel voucher
WINNER
Thank you to everyone who provided
their email address so that we can
support you with seasonal information.
Congratulations goes to Michael Waters,
‘Box Hill’ Armidale, the lucky winner of
our $500 travel voucher giveaway!

High Magnesium, Mineral and Trace
Element Supplement to Assist in the
Prevention of Grass Tetany
USE FOR
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Lock concludes: We rarely see a pinkeye or
foot abscess now and ringworm is a thing of
the past. I put these improvements down to
the nutrition and the health of our livestock.
We plan to use the new MegaMin Extra
Magnesium supplement for grazing our
winter forages and oats and for grazing
improved pastures in the spring.

Livestock grazing lush pastures, rye grass, oats and winter cereals
High stress periods to assist meat quality
Pre-calving/lambing and weaning
Grazing pasture grasses high in oxalates

Maximum growth in Stud
Cattle with MegaMin
supplements
MegaMin
as buffer
in Feedlot
rations

JONATHAN SCHMIDT
'DALBY DOWNS' KAIMKILLENBUN, QLD

JOHN AND ROSLYN MERCER,
KANDANGA VALLEY CHAROLAIS AND CHARBRAY STUD

MegaMin allows us to present our cattle safely in good condition.
Since using MegaMin in our pre-sale bull feed we've had next to nil
acidosis and the bulls have presented with sound feet and legs.
Initially the changes in the manure were the first sign of improvement
with good colour, no smell and no scours.
Preparing show and stud cattle means we need a lot of growth while
producing a high quality finished product. MegaMin allows us to
keep their rumen right which allows our bulls to function well in the
paddock.
Kandanga Valley’ 2013 bull sales include 51 Charolais, 54 Charbray
and 4 Grey Brahman bulls on July 27th, and 50 bulls, Charolais and
Charbray at Nebo on 5th December.

“The minerals in MegaMin ensures that
our stock have a constant plane of
nutrition for consistent growth.”
‘Dalby Downs', the home of 'Burenda' Angus and Brangus Stud,
has used MegaMin as part of their feeding programs since
2004. Manager, Jonathan Schmidt, oversees 900 registered
Angus and Brangus breeders along with a further 120
commercial Angus cows for progeny testing.
“95% of our feeding is silage based but because the nutrient
levels in silage will always reflect any mineral deficiency in the
soil and can also vary with the season, we place emphasis on
the minerals in MegaMin to ensure that our stock have a
constant plane of nutrition for consistent growth.
With any grain feeding we do, it's generally grain bins in the
paddock as 'grain assist' and MegaMin is used as a buffer and
mineral component in these feedlot rations.
At 20kg/tonne, MegaMin suits our management because
compared to other products, it is a cost-effective, safe and
simple mineral inclusion for our silage and grain rations.”

Feedlot Enhancer

GRAIN
ADDITIVE

Feedlot Concentrate
with Vitamins, Minerals,
Trace Elements and
®
Rumensin
USE FOR
The preparation of balanced, complete feedlot
rations for cattle and sheep
For improved feed efficiency and weight gain
Suitable for mixing with grains, protein meals,
pulses and/or oil seeds, roughage and silage
Backgrounding and weaning rations
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Mr Schmidt concludes: “Minerals are critical for growth, fertility
and performance and the results can be seen in our cattle.”
‘Burenda’ 2013 bull sales include 125 Angus Bulls at Roma on
28th August and 50 Angus and Brangus bulls at Clermont in
March 2014.

Gary Zerner National Field Advisor
p 0427 671 399

Philip Stacy - Field Advisor
Guyra and Warialda through to
Quirindi and Gunnedah
p 0439 794 077

Glen Duckworth - Field Advisor
Bundaberg through to Caboolture,
west to Jandowae and South
Burnett
p 0427 825 167

Roger Newman - Field Advisor
Mid and north coast of NSW, south
to Kempsey and west to Glen Innes
p 0428 448 005

Paul Pritchard - Field Advisor
Beaudesert / Lockyer areas, west to
Chinchilla, Dalby and Goondiwindi
and south to Tenterfield
p 0448 878 044

Rob Ford - Field Advisor
Hunter region, north to Port
Macquarie, west to Scone and
Mudgee
p 0417 143 983

