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�If you don’t fertilise the tablelands you 

may as well not be there�, are the words of 

experienced cattleman Fred Morgan. The 

Morgans fertilise every year at Glen Innes and 

depending on budgets and cattle prices, their 

eastern breeder country is also top dressed.

The Morgan family have been finishing 

bullocks on their Glen Innes property 

for around 20 years while their breeder 

operation has been based on the Clarence 

River, near Baryulgil, for almost 40 years.

�Our Glen Innes property had had a 

good Super Phosphate history and while 

our pastures were OK, they were not 

responding as we wanted.  We were 

considering applying Lime but on the 

advice of our rural store we first trialled 100 

tonne of NatraMin HI-Phos in 2002.� 

 �Since then we have applied NatraMin 

annually and we’ve been very pleased 

with the response of our pastures� the 

clover has responded well and there seems 

to be more nutrition in the feed because 

our cattle do extremely well, especially 

in winter when things are tough.�
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from the desk...
Although it might seem a little belated with 

the year now well underway, on behalf the 

entire team at AgSolutions we would like to 

wish everyone a very Happy New Year. 

With widespread rainfall in parts of 

Queensland and New South Wales, 2010 

started off as a happy New Year indeed for 

many properties, although as is often the 

case, in other parts of our great country 

it has continued to be varying states of 

extreme � either too much or no rain at all.

This year sees us welcome new team 

members into the AgSolutions �Family’ with 

additions in our factory, in office administration 

and new field 

advisors across 

a number 

of regions. 

Our greatest 

attention this 

year is on finding more ways to improve 

our service and add even greater value 

to you, our customers, without negatively 

impacting on the bottom-line of your farms.

Here’s to a productive and prosperous 

2010 for everyone on the Land!

The AgSolutions Management Team

�We’re turning off 3-4 year old bullocks 

between 350-380 kg dressed weight.  

These weights are as good as ever 

despite the dryer seasons we’ve had 

on the tablelands in recent years.�

AgSolutions Field Advisor, Roger Newman 

services farmers in the Glen Innes region 

and has been working with Fred and his 

family for almost nine years.  �Fred, Beverley 

and Helen do a tremendous job on their 

properties.  We’ve seen clovers really 

Pasture improves in  

perform since the application of NatraMin.� 

salt affected areas…

Another obvious advantage has been 

the regeneration of pasture in salty areas.  

Following an initial double application 

of NatraMin HI-Phos, these once bare 

areas have virtually disappeared� again 

showing NatraMin’s ability to displace 

sodium and improve soil heath.

As Fred concludes, �with the obvious 

results we’ve seen since spreading 

NatraMin HI-Phos, we’ll stick with it�.

Remineralised
pastures 
create healthy 
weight gains

Fred and Helen Morgan



humates, all within a budget that Phil 

traditionally spent on chemical fertilisers. 

NatraMin K was applied annually at 400kg/ha.

It took around two years before an 

appreciable improvement was obvious 

but given that the dieback had been 

ongoing for at least f ive years, this 

timeframe was acceptable. 

Yields double…

Tree foliage increased with improved f lowering 

and nut set resulting in their highest yields 

ever in 2009.  Where macadamias had been 

most affected by dieback, the 2007 crop yield 

was 8kg/tree nut in shell and increased to 

15kg/tree in 2009.  Other parts of the orchard 

where NatraMin had been applied improved 

from 12kg/tree in 2007 to 22kg/tree in 2009.

As Phil points out, �we weren’t concerned 

about cutting costs in our fertiliser 

program.  Conventional fertilisers had 

been tried and yields were decreasing so 

we had to look elsewhere for a workable 

solution.  Our main aim was to regain 

tree health and subsequently yields.� 

Tim admits to initially being sceptical about 

whether the approach including the use of 

NatraMin could be cost effective but is very 

pleased with the results to date. �The recovery 

in tree health, stronger growth patterns and 

improved yields are very encouraging.�

�The important message is that growers 

cannot afford to look just at crop nutrition.  

We are looking at a shift away from straight 

chemical fertiliser programs because we 

believe that in many circumstances yields 

may not be sustainable under conventional 

programs. We need to be considering soil 

health and in particular, soil biology.�

Both Phil Montgomery and Tim Salmon 

agreed that, in trying to create the right 

environment for these trees, �NatraMin has 

been an essential part of our fertiliser program 

and we’ll continue using NatraMin as required. 

Given the results to date, we are planning 

to increase the proportion of the fertiliser 

budget dedicated to improving soil health.�

There is a NatraMin blend suitable for all 

crops and soil types.  Give us a call� 

AgSolutions’ Field Advisors are available 

to guide you with a soil management 

program to suit your property.

Photo left to right Tim Salmon – Australia Macadamia Management, Phil Montgomery, 

Brett Rutter – AgSolutions Australia and Brice Kaddatz - Suncoast Gold Macadamias

of lush, green pasture growth 

Phosphorus can become the limiting 

factor for livestock production? 

While these pastures have suff icient 

energy and protein, increased Phosphorus 

requirements of livestock during their growth 

can exceed what the pasture provides. 

Phosphorus based supplements can supply 

additional Phosphorus to enable growth to 

continue. Phosphorus is also involved with:

� Energy production

� Milk production

� Bone and tooth formation

� Genetic transmission

� Eff iciency of feed utilisation

MegaMin Extra Phos contains 4% 

Phosphorus and additional Calcium 

while also supplying broad spectrum 

minerals and trace minerals.

Improved 
soil fertility 

premium soil and livestock nutrition products

Meeting the 
Phosphorus 

Did you know that during periods 

needs of livestock

When Phil and Clare Montgomery 

f irst noticed dieback occurring in their 

4000 tree Macadamia orchard they 

went searching for solutions.  

Soil tests and leaf tests showed that nutrition 

wasn’t lacking and it seemed that there 

was no explanation for the gradual dieback 

that was predominantly in one part of their 

orchard. After a record crop in 2001, drought 

followed and the worsening dieback became 

increasingly apparent, even in their best trees.  

Over the next f ive years, despite using many 

different products to improve nutrient uptake, 

dieback problems increased and crop 

yields continued to decline.  Researchers 

from the University of Queensland were 

involved and it was identif ied that dieback 

was occurring, and the loss of hair roots 

was the likely cause of the dieback.

Phil made the decision to consult Tim 

Salmon, owner of Australia Macadamia 

Management. According to Tim, �because 

conventional approaches and fertilisers hadn’t 

made any improvements to the health of Phil’s 

trees, we wanted to approach this differently�.

In 2006 they began a trial using NatraMin K 

in conjunction with Dynamic Lifter and 



FREE SOIL TEST*
AgSolutions is giving away a free soil test* 

valued at $132.00 with every fi ve tonne or more of NatraMin ordered before 31 March, 2010.  

Contact AgSolutions or one of our Field Advisors for more details on 1800 81 57 57.

Natra Min

*Offer ends 31 March, 2010. Maximum of 3 free soil tests per customer. All soil tests must be redeemed within 12 months from date of receipt.

AgSolutions works on many different levels with 

both Rural Store Agronomists and farmers. It 

is this on-farm partnership where we see and 

learn as much from our customers as we offer 

in the form of soil health and nutritional advice.

Like most of the New England, Jim and Sandra 

Koch’s Tenterf ield property has had a 20-30 

year Super Phosphate history� �Initially we 

had a great response to Super but in later 

years we recognised the need for a different 

approach in order to beat the �unpalatable, 

green’ Lovegrass. Our paddocks had no life in 

them and the pastures weren’t productive.�

�To succeed in winning the Lovegrass battle 

on the surface we needed to address soil 

fertility problems below, and this had not 

been achieved with Super Phosphate.�  

In Jim’s search for answers he began 

working with local agronomist, Simon 

Piccini from Mingoola Rural Traders.

According to Simon, �Jim had witnessed the 

success of others using NatraMin around 

the Tenterf ield area. To re-mineralise and 

buffer soil pH, NatraMin Cal-S has now been 

applied to Jim’s property annually for four 

years. NatraMin has also served as a soil 

African Lovegrass meets 
its match in Tenterf ield

Jim on his Tenterfi eld property

amendment to soften his soil and enhance 

both seed germination and biological activity.� 

When AgSolutions spoke to Jim about 

his program it was clear that the 

management and control of Lovegrass 

had been an ongoing battle� 

a battle that Jim is now winning.  

Jim has resorted to Helicopter spraying, 

�swing wiping’ and spot spraying to 

ensure his previous efforts aren’t wasted.  

�You have to spray Lovegrass at least 

twice and slashing or spraying alone 

won’t beat it.  Another key to reduce 

Lovegrass and to utilise the bulk of dry 

matter is high density stocking. You won’t 

make humus out of Lovegrass until it’s 

trampled into the ground�, said Jim.

Planting Millet, Lab Lab and Oats using a 

disc planter has also been a success story as 

it handles the mulch and prevents erosion.  

Soil fertility improves…

The proof of Jim’s program is obvious in 

his pastures, stocking rates and cattle 

condition, however, just as important have 

been the benef its below the soil’s surface.  

The soil is soft and water inf iltration and 

retention have improved. Recent soil tests 

have shown that Organic Carbon levels 

have doubled, with some paddocks now 

having an Organic Carbon level of 3.3%.

Nutrient availability is on the increase with 

Nitrate Nitrogen levels of up to 42ppm 

without the use of fertiliser.  In conjunction 

with biological activity, broad spectrum 

minerals and trace elements are essential 

for Phosphorus release and since 

remineralisation with NatraMin, Phosphorus 

availability has increased to 70ppm.

Healthy soil – Healthy pasture

Pastures stay greener longer, earth worms 

are big and plentiful, and dung beetle 

activity is widespread. Native grasses 

and Phalaris, Fescues, Cocksfoot, 

Prairie and Clovers are all returning.

Jim believes clovers are the driver of the 

system due to their root system, nitrogen 

f ixation and protein benef its for cattle. 

NatraMin has also been used as a carrier to 

aerial seed a mix of Clover, Rye and Chicory.

�Our program of remineralisation with 

NatraMin to restore soil fertility coupled 

with Lovegrass control has proven 

successful. Working with our Agronomist 

and AgSolutions means information and 

ideas can be shared. I’m just hoping 

to create a footprint for others with 

Lovegrass to follow�, Jim concludes.  

www.agsolutions.com.au



FEEDBACK 

We understand that our customers are an important part of our company, which is why 
we always look forward to hearing from you. If you have any feedback, suggestions, 
questions or personal stories you would like to share with us, please give us a call or 
send us an email. You might even star in our next publication! 
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P. 1800 81 57 57

E.  info@agsolutions.com.au

F. 07 5482 7219

www.agsolutions.com.au

Helping 
farming 
families
In December, AgSolutions - on behalf of all 

our customers and rural stores � was proud 

to donate $10,000 to Care Outreach for 

their 2009 �Christmas in the Bush’ appeal. 

This money was used to directly support 

disadvantaged farming families and their 

communities in the heart of rural Australia  

at Christmas time.

The donation to Care Outreach would not 

have been possible without the enormous 

support from the rural stores and our 

customers, as well as all our team who 

also pitched in. The money enabled Care 

Outreach to deliver food and Christmas 

gifts to families in rural and remote Australia 

where there is a higher proportion of 

struggling families due to continuing 

drought, as well as floods and fire in other 

parts of the country.

Care Outreach General Manager 

Leon de Wet said that for many rural 

and remote Australians, hope was 

sometimes a little scarce in the bush, 

especially at Christmas time.

AgSolutions is a strong advocate of any 

support program that helps Australian 

farmers in need. Our company was founded 

on strong farming family values therefore 

it is vital for us to operate in a way that 

has a positive impact on the people and 

communities that live and work on the land. 

When our team, suppliers, rural stores 

and customers all come together in this 

way, we know that we are honouring 

our cause of Helping Australia Grow.

This was something the entire 

team at AgSolutions wanted to do, 

looking to really make a difference 

in the lives of other families.

Since making the donation last year, we 

have received word from Care Outreach 

that hundreds of families’ lives were 

made a bit brighter at Christmas because 

of everybody’s involvement. We even 

received a letter from a farming family, 

who had found out about what we had 

done, and had received support from Care 

Outreach and let us know how great it is 

to know that so many people in both the 

bush and in business really do care.

We would like to thank everyone 

involved in making this possible.

AgSolutions 

Australia would 

like to welcome a 

new field advisor, 

Andrew Lenehan to 

our team. Andrew 

will service the 

Hunter Valley and 

mid north coast 

regions of NSW. Andrew was raised on a 

dairy farm in South West Victoria. Andrew’s 

first two years in the workforce was in the 

animal health department of the local farm 

Trevor and Wendy Zerner with Leon de Wet from Care Outreach

Profile:  
Andrew Lenehan

co-operative. From there the next five years 

was a balance of interstate travel as a shearer 

and working on the family farm during the 

busy months. This allowed the farm to grow 

to a level for Andrew’s return full time and 

then to progress to a share farmer role.

 The next step saw an opportunity to work 

in partnership with his brother Shane. This 

saw the birth of Korongah Park Holsteins. 

The brothers milked 400 mostly registered 

Holsteins and were quickly in Australia’s top 

5% of dairy farmers for milk quality awards. 

After selling his share in the farm business 

Andrew needed a new challenge and found 

this as a sales and marketing consultant 

for one of Australia’s oldest and most 

respected businesses. This has added a 

whole new skill set to Andrew’s expanding 

capabilities and his thirst for knowledge.

Following a three year absence from 

agriculture it was time for a return to 

where Andrew’s true passion lies. 

If you were to question Andrew on the most 

important thing in his life it would no doubt 

be the health and wellbeing of his family, 

his wife Lesley and two daughters, Anna 

and Sophie. Treating the health of soils 

and livestock is just as important because 

ultimately we are what we consume.

Don’t hesitate to contact Andrew for 

a discussion on your soil regeneration 

and animal nutrition requirements.

premium soil and livestock nutrition products


