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The proof is in the paddock according to 
Steve Lehmann of Coolana, (East of 
Gatton), who has used AgSolutions 
NatraMin soil products on improved 
pastures and cropping country for over 
10 years.

�Since using the NatraMin blends and 
recognising the benef ts of healthier soils, 
we’re not using any Urea in our cropping 
program (barley, millet and forage). We’ve 
been able to reduce our Nitrogen 
applications through lighter doses of Gran 
Am, our soil quality has improved and 
everything grows better.

In addition to our paddocks performing 
better, I’d estimate about a 25% saving in 
fertilisers. The most obvious areas of 
improvement are evident in soil structure 
and crop performance.� 

The Lehmann’s soils range from Brigalow 
scrub to sandy clay soils. Prior to NatraMin 
the ground was hard and cloddy. Now the 
soil is physically softer and more friable, and 
requires two less workings to make a seed 
bed for planting, providing signif cant 
savings in fuel and time. 

Crop thrives despite dry weather 
�As a result of the soil working so much 
better, staying loose and holding on to 
moisture longer, the current barley crop has 
gone right through to head on no rain, 
yielding 3.8 tonne per hectare of seed 
quality grain. Where we applied a 
combination of manure and NatraMin, we 
have had great results with Jap Millet, 
yielding 3.75 tonne per hectare.�

�Since going out of dairying over 11 years 
ago we now run commercial 
droughtmasters on our grazing country. We 
generally top dress our improved pastures 
in August each year and use rotational 
grazing to get the best out of our pasture.� 

Not only a converted long time user of 
AgSolutions soil products, Steve Lehmann 
also uses AgSolutions MegaMin stock 
supplements.

MegaMin supplement proves benef cial 
for conception 
�Minerals are important and since using the 
MegaMin supplement our calving levels have 
been over 95%, with last year recording 
100% calving rate.

We’ve improved our cattle operation by 
creep feeding the calves and f nishing our 
steers on our own grain mix that includes 
the MegaMin Original Blend (previously 
known as Superior Mineral Supplement). 

We add the MegaMin Original Blend to our 
feed mixes and back in the drought also 
added it to a silage and roughage mix and it 
was amazing how well the cattle came 
through the drought.�

In conclusion Steve stated �we continue to 
see the benef ts of NatraMin in our soil and 
MegaMin has provided the essential minerals 
when feed quality drops off during dry 
weather, as well as providing an effective and 
safe mineral component in our feed mixes�.

Pasture and cropping - 
NatraMin saves 25% in 
Fertiliser
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from the desk...
Congratulations to the winner of our MegaMin Winter 
promotion. We had a huge response to the promotion and 
would like to thank all our customers for taking part. 

Over recent months we have received a great deal of 
feedback from many of our customers on the success they 
have enjoyed from using our products, but more important, 
comments on how our team work on creating real solutions to help farmers. The 
management team would like to thank our entire staff for their continued commitment 
and dedication to helping all our customers.

In this edition we investigate how NatraMin and MegaMin are working across a wide 
range of applications, with some fantastic feedback from farmers. We also take a 
close look at the importance of soil biology. 

The AgSolutions Management Team

MegaMin is a broad spectrum 
mineral and trace mineral 
supplement that has proven 
benef ts as a rumen buffer against 
acidosis when fed in grain rations.

Mega Min
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Microbes 
make the 
difference
While there has been obvious benef ts 
from NPK water-soluble fertilisers, the 
long term costs associated with having 
to use ever increasing levels has taken 
its toll on overall soil fertility. Many 
farmers are now experiencing increasing 
soil problems, mostly evidenced by 
hard, crusting soil that is diff cult to till. 

It is time to look at why this has 
happened. 

CSIRO research has found that the 
overuse of water-soluble fertiliser can 
have negative impact on soil life. In trials 
where 80kg / ha of Nitrogen fertiliser 
was applied the microbial population fell 
by 25%. 

Because repeated applications of high 
levels of fertiliser can have a serious 
impact on microbial populations, the 
ability of these soil microbes to convert 
organic matter into humus is reduced. 
Subsequently, many farmers have found 
that despite returning mulch to their soil 
it has not necessarily resulted in an 
increase in soil carbon levels.

Low carbon levels in soil are directly 
related to soil structure, poor water 
penetration and an inability for the soil to 
provide a storehouse for moisture and 
nutrients, resulting in crops that are 
more susceptible to the stress of 
weather extremes.

An AgSolutions soil management 
program addresses the Nutritional, 
Biological and Structural aspects of soil 
fertility as a whole. Re-mineralisation 
with NatraMin combined with crop 
rotation and utilisation of mulch and 
manures, reduces the dependency on 
water-soluble fertiliser and supports the 
regeneration of soil fertility.

After taking over their family property at 
Woodenbong and following a typical 
chemical fertiliser program, Mark and Kerry 
Muller were not happy with their results 
after the f rst year. Production from crops 
on new ground was OK but they had 
extremely poor yields on country that had 
been farmed for many years.

�It was evident that it would be a real 
struggle unless we changed our approach 
and tried something different. We were 
trying to grow corn with the usual MOP and 
Urea, but despite soil and leaf testing, this 
clearly wasn’t sustainable for either our 
yields or soil. We also were not happy with 
the long term performance of our pasture 
paddocks,� said Mark.

�Our local agronomist had seen the true 
benef ts of the use of NatraMin and 
introduced us to Roger Newman, a f eld 
advisor from AgSolutions Australia�. Roger, 
who has been with the company and 
advising farmers for over 10 years, was 
quick to come to the Muller’s aid with some 
fresh thinking.

�Every day I am reminded of how important 
soil fertility is for farmers, and the Muller’s 
farm is another example of where the real 
issue was not just a nutritional problem in 
the soil, but more a biological one,� said 
Roger.

According to Mark, �talking to Roger made 
sense right from the start as our ground 
was �lifeless’ and hard to work. Rain 
wouldn’t inf ltrate and the soil was quick to 
dry out. These paddocks had been used 
extensively and had a consistent fertiliser 
history of mainly urea. 

Roger was quick to identify that the 
problem in our soil was not about a lack of 
nutrients but a lack of soil biology. Prior to 
Natra Min we had to �thump the lumps’ out 
of the paddock before we could even plant 
a crop. We called it f ve minute country, 
from when soil was too wet to when it 

Old Farm – New Approach

became too dry you had a f ve minute 
window to get the lumps out.

We moved to a program of NatraMin Cal-S 
applied at 300kg per hectare (as a soil 
conditioner and biological stimulant), 
combined with chook manure at 7.5 tonne 
per hectare and molasses sprayed at 5kg 
per hectare, all under the guidance of 
AgSolutions.

Now the same ground is light and f uffy with 
one pass of our Amazone (discs with a 
crumble roller) we can plant straight away.�

Increasing yields and 
decreasing costs…
�Anyone can grow a crop in a good year 
but to grow a good crop every year with 
inconsistent seasons and variations in 
moisture is our aim. Soil health is a key 
component and NatraMin has proven to be 
indispensible to regenerate and maintain 
our soil biology. 

We’re now starting to see a residual or 
compounding result of NatraMin in our 
program as our soils continue to improve. 
We’re seeing increasing yields and 
decreasing costs, with ground that wasn’t 
affected by the f oods yielding up to 12.5 
tonne of corn per hectare.

Where we lost soil due to f ood damage we 
used the NatraMin program to bring these 
paddocks of bare ground back into 
production. Now, two years later, you can’t 

pick the difference in the crop from where 
we lost the topsoil.

Following on the success of minerals on 
our soil, we now use AgSolutions MegaMin 
supplements for our cattle. I can’t believe 
how well our younger steers are doing on 
marginal feed. Our other steers, on 
MegaMin, added to our custom molasses 
mix, have also f nished well with glossy 
coats despite the dry conditions. We f nd 
this combination to be extremely 
economical for the results achieved.�
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In the words of Peter Coyne, lucerne, 
soybean and grain grower from Nanango; 
�We’re getting outstanding results with 
NatraMin Cal-S.� 

�I had been considering the use of rock 
mineral fertilisers when AgSolutions’ f eld 
advisor, Brett Rutter came to see us. 
Following soil tests, he put a NatraMin 
based program together for us.

Since then, parts of our cultivation have 
had three applications and the rest is on 
its second application of NatraMin. I’m 
def nitely seeing results, particularly after 
the second application.�

Crop nutrient availability 
Peter is impressed with this year’s wheat 
crop that has had no chemical fertiliser 
applied. (Pictured after only one watering). 
�This crop has only had NatraMin Cal-S 
and manure applied and a recent sap test 
revealed that the wheat was spot on in 
Nitrogen and other nutrients.� 

Peter rotates lucerne, wheat and 
soybeans or azuki beans and always 
ploughs in wheat stubble to provide 
mulch. On lucerne, small amounts of Gran 

Mineral fertiliser – important for lucerne 
and grain program

Am and Sulphate of Potash are used in 
conjunction with the NatraMin and in recent 
times foliar sprays have been utilised to f ll 
any immediate needs in crop requirements.

NatraMin made the difference 
�I had one problem paddock with light clay 
wet areas which always caused uneven 
crop results. Even with the use of manures 
these areas were still visible, but after a 
couple of applications of NatraMin these 
areas have been eliminated, and the crop is 
even. NatraMin is the only thing we’ve done 
different, so the benef ts have been obvious.

�Our cultivation areas were 
hard and lifeless when we 
used straight chemical 
fertilisers. Since using 
NatraMin the ground is softer 
and I am amazed at being 
able to scratch the soil by 
hand and f nd worms.�

I had been hesitant about planting lucerne 
in this area but since using NatraMin it’s 
gone well with no weak spots in the lucerne 
at all. Our soil structure is coming good 
with more even growth and colour in our 
crops and improved yields. 

Almost all of our hay customers who are 
feeding race horses have also commented 
on the quality of our hay. Next year I also 
plan to use NatraMin on our pasture 
country,� concludes Peter.
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The NatraMin Product Range



FEEDBACK 

We understand that our customers are an important part of our company, which is why 
we always look forward to hearing from you. If you have any feedback, suggestions, 
questions or personal stories you would like to share with us, please give us a call or 
send us an email. You might even star in our next publication! 
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P.  1800 81 57 57

E.  info@agsolutions.com.au

F. 07 5482 7219
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AgSolutions would like to congratulate Ray and Rosemary Anderson from Childers, 
Queensland on winning the John Deere Gator� through our huge MegaMin Winter 
promotion. Thanks to everyone who participated.

Sulphur
Did you know that Sulphur has been 

proven to provide additional weight gains 

for cattle grazing forage sorghum?

� detoxif es prussic acid (forage 
sorghums/stubble)

� improves grazing of forage sorghum 
(graze stem)

� assists with additional weight gain

� aids parasite control

Note � MegaMin Extra Sulphur should 
be introduced 2-3 weeks prior to the 
commencement of grazing forage 
sorghums/stubble.

Ask your Rural Store for 

AgSolutions MegaMin Extra 

Sulphur loose supplement or call 

AgSolutions on 1800 81 57 57.

did you know? Congratulations

Lucerne - NatraMin 
enhances soil biology
At Dungowan near Tamworth, Bruce Drury 
has been utilising NatraMin on his lucerne 
for over 5 years since he f rst saw the 
results Rex Eichmann was having near 
Bellingen, NSW.

As Bruce recalls, �For many years we’ve 
taken hay down to Rex and when you drive 
through that area his dairy farm really 
stands out. Rex was the f rst person to put 
me on to NatraMin back then.�

The dark soils on Bruce’s property are 
typically hard setting and tight, and he was 
keen to improve soil fertility as well as to 
reduce costs, resulting in his decision to 
use AgSolutions NatraMin Blends as soil 
conditioners. 

�In the past I’ve used water-soluble 
fertilisers and chook manure however since 

NatraMin supplies an extensive 
range of major nutrients including 
Calcium, Phosphorus, Potassium 
and Sulphur as well as key trace 
elements and is activated by 
AgSolutions’ unique catalyst to 
stimulate your soil’s microbial 
activity. As well as being 
necessary for the production of 
humus, soil microbes are essential 
to release nutrient lock-up and to 
ensure that you reap the benef ts 
of applied nutrients.

using NatraMin HI-Phos and Cal-S in the 
program I have been able to reduce 
fertilisers and I am very pleased with the 
results. The ground has become softer on 
top but most impressive is the presence of 
earth worms where ever you dig. Our 
Lucerne has responded well to NatraMin in 
our program.�

Natra Min

�...since using NatraMin HI-Phos 

and Cal-S in the program I have 

been able to reduce fertilisers 

and I am very pleased with the 

results.�
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